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Board of Education Arrivals and Departures
By: Steve Wood, Superintendent, Tallmadge City Schools By: Steve Wood, Superintendent, Tallmadge City Schools 
As we close out 2021 and look ahead to the changes the new year will bring, I’d like to take a moment 
to acknowledge our Tallmadge City Schools Board of Education members and their contributions to 
the district.

Rick Kellar, our Board of Education president, chose not to seek reelection for the new term beginning 
in January. Appointed in December of 2004, Rick has dedicated 17 years to our school district, and 
we can’t thank him enough for his many contributions throughout the years. A graduate of the United 
States Military Academy, West Point, Rick’s precision and discipline has guided his years of service 
and moved the Tallmadge City Schools forward. Serving as president of the BOE since January 2012, 
his leadership and constant advocacy for the district has propelled our growth and forward movement. 
Rick’s contributions to the students, staff and Tallmadge community are immeasurable. We wish him 
the best and will greatly miss working with him.

Chris Tywon will also be leaving us when his term ends at the end of the month. Chris, a 24-year 
resident of Tallmadge whose wife and children graduated from the district, served as a school board member for the past eight 
years. His tireless dedication to our students and schools truly embodies the Tallmadge spirit. We thank Chris for his service and 
commitment to our district. 

While we say goodbye to our departing members, we also say hello to two new board members and another who earned reelection. 

Mark Fairhurst, who is currently serving his second term, was reelected for a third term. Mark has lived in Tallmadge for 32 years 
and is the executive director of Embracing Futures Inc. He also served as the president of the Downtown Akron Kiwanis Club and 
Foundation, an ambassador for the Greater Akron Chamber, and president of the Tallmadge Woods Homeowners Association.

Our first new board member, Meghan Thompson, is a lifelong Tallmadge resident who attended Tallmadge schools from kindergarten 
through 12th grade. She has two children who are currently enrolled in Tallmadge Schools and is also vice president of Thompson and 
Hummel Insurance, as well as president of the Tallmadge Chamber of Commerce and the elementary PTA. 

Our final new board member, Todd Loughry, is also a lifelong Tallmadge resident who went through the entire Tallmadge City School 
District system. He is a U.S. Army veteran, loan officer and youth football coach and has two children currently enrolled in Tallmadge 
Schools. 

While it is always bittersweet when people depart, we are looking forward to working with Mark, Meghan and Todd, and are excited 
to see the unique perspectives, skills and expertise they bring to our school board. We know they will represent our community 
positively and serve our students admirably. Please join me in welcoming them!
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Tallmadge BOE and TTA Reach Contract Agreement
The Tallmadge Board of Education reached an agreement on a new contract with the Tallmadge Teachers Association (TTA), effective 

from July 2022-June 2025. 

Negotiations for this contract were completed early, as the current contract with TTA does not expire until June 30, 2022. 

“Because we were able to agree on a contract ahead of schedule, there will be no interruption in the flow of services to the students 
and we will be able to focus on moving forward with Tallmadge’s strategic plan and other district priorities,” said Steve Wood, Tallmadge 

superintendent.

Some of the features of the new contract include a 2% per year retention bonus for teachers that stay with the district; a .75% retention 
bonus to be paid in Dec. 2022 for teachers who work in the district this present school year and remain for the next year; a bump in the 
employee share of the health premium from 14% to 15%, effective Jan. 2023; and a good faith commitment by the board to maintain the 

ratio of 25 students for every one teacher in Tallmadge Elementary School, which was a top priority for many teachers. 

This year, there was a true commitment to working together and negotiations provided a forum for honest communication.

“This was my first year of being at the table for contract negotiations and it was a really positive, meaningful experience,” said Lori 
Knisley, TTA president. “There were real conversations about the issues, giving us the opportunity to hear each other’s perspectives.”

The board and TTA were able to have open, honest and direct communications to address the concerns of both parties and establish a 
dialogue that will hopefully continue past these negotiations with monthly meetings between teachers and board members.

Winter Athletics Are in Full Swing
Our winter athletes have been busy with many events coming up throughout 
December and into the new year. If you want to stay in the loop with everything 
that’s going on, be sure to visit tallmadgeathletics.org for a full list of upcoming 
events, from basketball and swimming to wrestling and bowling!

Students Bring the Gameday Experience to THS
Tallmadge High School journalism students will be hosting a special live show before the boy’s junior varsity basketball game on 
Friday, Dec. 17.

Gameday is an event that was created by Tallmadge High School journalism students in 2019 to mirror the ESPN college gameday 
experience. Four Tallmadge HS anchors, Robert Riter, Mia Walsh, Nathan Kubala and Joe Bowman, will host the show live in the 
rotunda before the game and post it to the Youtube channel for THS. The broadcast will start at 6:00 p.m. and end around 6:30 
p.m, and also include a Pep Club tailgate with pizza donated by Little Caesar’s and t-shirts sponsored by Firehouse Grill and Pub, 
Augustus Lawn Care, the Pep Club and the principal, Mr. Householder. 

The Gameday project is the final wrap up for journalism students and is a result of Project-Based Learning. The initiative adds value 
to the students’ learning and offers an opportunity for parents and community members to come back into the school to support the 
students’ hard work and talents.

“Students are excited to work on this project because it is more meaningful than just turning in an assignment,” said Julie Headrick, 
Intro to Journalism, Journalism 1 and Journalism 2 teacher.

The journalism students who produce Gameday are involved in all aspects of the production, with some working on the broadcast 
side and others working on the technical side to operate cameras and sound.
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THS Interact Club Plants Trees for the Future
The Summit County Metro Parks set a goal in 2021 to plant 100 acres of trees in honor of the park’s first 100 years.

To assist with this reforestation effort, the Tallmadge High School Interact Club met up with other clubs and rotary members on 
Saturday, Nov. 20, to plant 525 trees. 

Trees represent the district’s long-term stability and growth, while also being vitally important to the environment and our 
community’s physical and mental health! Not only did Interact Club members take part in a worthwhile community service project, 
they also made a contribution that will benefit Summit County residents for the next 100 years and beyond!

THS Academic Challenge Team Soars to New Heights
Congratulations are in order for Academic Challenge team 
member Sam Cortez, who received the highest individual 
score this season! Sam is a senior and this is his third year 
on the team. There were a total of 184 students and 20 
schools that competed over the fall and winter seasons, 
making the competition fierce! 

The Tallmadge team finished first in League II during the 
winter season with a 
6-1 record and finished 
both the fall and winter 
seasons with a combined 
9-5 record. Unlike last 
year, which was virtual, 
the team has been able 
to compete in person 
this year, traveling to Our Lady of the Elms twice in October and Cuyahoga Valley Christian 
Academy and Cuyahoga Falls in November.

Academic Challenge questions cover any and all topics, including math, science, poetry, 
literature, social science, history, current events, art, music, sports, theater, music, popular 
culture and more. Although the Tallmadge HS team practices one to two times a week, 
students never know what might be asked, making it difficult to know what to study. The 
only way to truly prepare is to be well read!

The team’s next competition is scheduled for Monday, Feb. 7, at Kent State University. This 
league tournament will be a competition between all 20 schools. We wish them well as 
they prepare!
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Students Vs. Staff Volleyball Game Gives Back
Tallmadge Middle School student council is giving back to the community this holiday season by hosting a student vs. staff volleyball 
game on Wednesday, Dec. 22. Ticket sales for the game went toward the purchase of gifts for Summit County Children Services. 
Students went shopping together to pick out the gifts and hand delivered them to the recipients.

Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets and helped contribute to this worthwhile cause. Your generosity is making the 
holidays brighter for those in need! Although toys have already been purchased and delivered, tickets for the game are still available 
for $2 per person and eighth grade raffle tickets to play or coach are $1 each. Students not interested in attending the volleyball 
game can purchase a $2 ticket to watch a holiday movie in the cafeteria.

Tune In to the New Episode 
of Between 2 Blue Devils!
Mark Horner released a new episode of his podcast, 
Between 2 Blue Devils on Dec. 4. The episode featured 
Ms. Nina DiFalco and Ms. JoAnna DiFalco, two sisters 
who love Tallmadge and love teaching! In the podcast, 
Nina and JoAnna discussed their shared passion for 
teaching, coaching and their family with host Mark 
Horner. 

Listen to the latest episode now and catch up on any 
others you may have missed!
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TES Happenings
It’s been a busy few weeks for Tallmadge elementary students! 

This month, third graders gave a rousing performance of Goal and took a field trip to 
Tallmadge Circle to learn about its history. 

Meanwhile, our fifth graders have been supporting our Kindergarteners by helping 
out as lunch monitors. They assist the younger students with opening lunches, getting 
silverware, throwing away trash, cleaning trays and tables, and zipping coats. The fifth 
graders also celebrated Junior Achievement Day on Dec. 10.

Our K-2 students are eagerly anticipating Polar Express Day on Dec. 22. They’ll get to 
enjoy a pajama day while teachers take turns reading excerpts from the book. Santa 
will also be taking a break from his busy schedule at the North Pole to deliver bells for 
the students!

Winter celebration parties are also taking place for K-5 students throughout the month 
of December, with each grade having a designated day to celebrate their success over 
the first semester and take part in some holiday merriment.

To continue the festive fun, students took part in the Holiday Secret Shop to purchase 
fun gifts for family and friends!

DECEMBER
December 21 
Grades K-2 Polar Express Day

December 21 
Semester 1 Exams

December 22 
End of 2nd Quarter

December 22 
Grades K-2 Winter Celebrations

December 23 
Winter Break  - NO SCHOOL

JANUARY
January 5 
Board of Education 
Organizational Meeting

January 7 
Teacher Records Day – NO 
SCHOOL

January 10 
2nd Semester Begins

January 17 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – 
NO SCHOOL

January 18 
MAP TESTING

January 18 
Chicago Parent Meeting

January 19 
Board of Education meeting

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
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